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Dell-Winston School Solar Car Challenge

The 12th annual Dell-Winston School Solar Car Challenge is a nine-day race that provides high school students from across the U.S. and Puerto Rico hands-on experience in building and racing their own solar cars. This nationally-recognized program aims to motivate students and expand their skills in sciences, engineering and technology fields of study. The program also teaches students the importance of developing alternative sources of energy and a focus on environmental responsibility.   
Each year, the Dell-Winston School Solar Car Challenge rotates between the Texas Motor Speedway and a cross-country route starting from Dell’s headquarters in Round Rock, Texas. This year, 12 teams are expected to participate in the cross-country solar journey. The 2007 race will begin on Monday, July 16 from Dell’s headquarters in Round Rock, Texas, and finish in Newburgh, New York, covering 2020 miles of roadway.
History 

In 1993, the Winston School Solar Car Team launched the education program to teach high school students how to build and safely race roadworthy solar cars. In 1995, the team held the first closed-course race in Dallas. Dell became the title sponsor of the event in 2002.  Since its inception, more than 2000 students in 96 solar cars from 22 countries have participated in the closed-course and cross-country races. These students have covered approximately 10,000  miles of roadway in their solar-powered journeys.
Dell-Winston Solar Car Challenge Promotes 21st Century Skills

Dell supports this program that fosters the development of 21st century skills of research, critical thinking and teamwork, while advancing the exploration of solar power and alternative energy.
Team members use Dell notebooks with wireless technology to gauge solar car battery usage, monitor weather patterns, track competitors via global positioning systems and upload daily statistics to the race’s Web site.
The 2007 Dell-Winston School Solar Car Race

The teams will make stops in the following cities: 
· Round Rock, Texas – start of race, Monday, July 16
· Palestine, Texas – Tuesday, July 17
· Shreveport, La. – Wednesday, July 18
· Houston, Miss. – Thursday, July 19
· Nashville, Tenn. – Friday, July 20
· Washington Court House, OH – Saturday, July 21
· Canton, Ohio – Sunday, July 22
· Erie, Pa. – Monday, July 23
· Rochester, N.Y. – July 24
· Newburgh, N.Y. – end of race, July 24
For more information, please visit: http://www.winstonsolar.org/challenge/. 
